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¢ determines specific roles to girls and boys that leads to gender
basis of this differentiation society set certain behavioural norms for
Gender influences the perceptions of human beings and plays

an important role in distribution of power and resources in society. The interactions between
individuals and environment lead to gender roles and individuals receive hints about appropriate
behavior suitable for both men and women. A society determines appropriate gender roles on
the basis of its beliefs and customs related to the differences between the sexes. The gender
difference theorists hold the view that the differences between men and women should not be a
cause of discrimination. In order to acknowledge women's work, their distinctive contributions
at home as well as in the workplace must be appreciated. Though Anita Desai herself ignores
her link with the western feminist trend of writing, her novels are studied from feminist point of
view as they deal with the problems faced by women in different fields and the possible modes

of women empowerment through education and economic independence. The traditional

patriarchal set-up at domestic as well as social level crushes the very selfhood of woman. The

emancgpalion of women is not possible until they are aware of their own potentialities. Proper

education aqd economic independence can pave the way for a new horizon where womarn can

lead a meaningful life. The female protagonist in Clear Light of Day empowers herself through
education and economic independence, she is aware of her individual selfhood and rcbels
against the traditional patriarchal social system.
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soman’s dream of emancipation. Bimla in Clear Light of Day, emancipates herself through

«ducation and economic independence.
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out her responsibilitics 02 . ot have time to look afier the children. The g,
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She “I{nmc:gc:,, ;-,_.i naba Bimla accepts education as an instrument of § yo”‘?
mentally e - e plays the role of guardian to her siblings. In p, .

Afier the death of her par
K Nayar’s words,

It is the ‘modem’ Bimia

home-space. (Nayar 125) . : .
ﬁ‘;hc criticizes the two Misra girls of their neighbourhood for getting married il
proper education: ‘ ;

“But they re not educated yeL.” Bimla said sharply. ‘I:}:?Invcntanym_ They  shoug
go to college.” she insisted “because they might ﬁndmﬁagcmt_mogghm last  them -
whole of their lives™..."] won't marry....] shall work-1 shall do things™, She  went on, “] shaj) o
my living.. and be independent.” ( Desai 140)

She successfully carries out her independent attitude throughout her life. She considereq
Florence Nightingale and Joan of Arc as her idols who lefi behind memorable traces for all with
their exceptional courage and indomitable will-power. By seeking an equal position with her
brother, Raja she wants to demolish the discrepancy between male and female values. She
remembers. as a child Raja’s ambition was to become a hero and she also proudly asserted her
position by saying that she would become a heroine.

The gender role identities of the children are again rei!lforced through the books they

who becomes the moral and physical guardian of the py,,

boys and the girls as they grow up. Bimla’s brother Raja loved to spend his time outside the
i i hand. Bimla and her sister, Tara were confined to the four
walls of the house and went to a nearby school. She realizes that his masculinity forces him 10
withdraw from the cocoon-like existence of his sisters and aunt. Her brother’s biased attitude
agiates Bimla. The dominant gender ideology in society leads to assume that physiclogical
differences between male and female manifest differences in their character, behavior and
ability. Raja used to read adventure stories like Robin Hood and Beau Gest and imagined
himself with a heroic role in a splendid battle. On the other hand, the girls used to read
romances like Gone With the Wind and Lorna Doone. Bimla prefers history books and she
hopes that through proper education she will be able to assert her identity. Bimla’'s awarencss
of male-female discrepancy. is further noticed when she tries to behave like a man wearing
Raja’s trousers. She feels that the contrast in man’s and woman’s clothing shows the dificrence
between an exterior world and an interior one.

Bimla has the desire to establish an identity outside the domestic periphery. s b 1S
involved in social work from her school days. Her voice is heard when she expresses her 72<f
regarding her father’s indifference towards her education. Bimla's rebellion agains: mak
authority is further seen when she expresses her anger regarding her father’s indift -
towards her education. Her education does not teach her to cope with the outside worid of
business. But her longing for independence is so strong that she could make her own W= She
feels the importance of education in the lives of her nieces and her students in order to em "<
thcmsclv?ns g:‘:)df ;"mm ef(-lmu::‘g 38:'1::‘5‘ any type of oppression. She is well awarc of 'T:;

own on : - nts wi
MS""’I"’O‘“ PR 5 she makes up her mind to influence her stude
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't have a voice of her own who calmly follows her husband like 4 dur‘}' lh"' children,

1a's courage is further cstqblishcd with her decision g ifu m‘k, :

s of the passive, dependent lives of her mother, her sister and hgr unmarried, The

scision voluntarily. She becomes a heroine like figure by challcngi,,a"lﬂr:clcad her 10

ocicty and being a self-sufficient woman, Marriage is an & the traditional

- . c i £
{ it is considered that only marriage can provide economic ::dm;:lc galn ”:::f social
at Bimla chooses to remain single in order o keep her self intact Her minguarg i::

sends message 1o those women who become victim of domestic violence and silens
any type of oppression in society.

n*
.

jough social changes have come, the social taboos regarding woman’
: stgi}]‘| prevalent. Nobody can bring a change if women tg:cmscglves an::n msnm,;ﬁ
rights. So long a section of women in society have been floating in the
nal stream of life without thinking about their own choices and likings. Though they
ner mind, they never dare to reveal it as social oppression in the form of parental as
ale authority suppress their voices. Their inner selves die and they lead a life of
selfhood’. But the change is hinted at by Anita Desai through some of her female
like Bimla with their heroic spirit to go against the current. Within patriarchal
omen are marginalized by a range of practices and discourses. Feminist theory
n the power relationships and inequalities between men and women. Desai shows that
D are economically independent, they will have the freedom to determine the course of
1 lives. Women must utilize their capability for judging right and wrong. It requires
their part to point out the follies of prevalent social system and possible effort 10
L Last but not the least, in order to be empowered in real sense. woman must liberate
fom her own mental chains. It is not that she has only to liberate herself fom
al system but also from her own psychological fears and enslavement.
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